
 

 

 

May 11, 2012 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

 

The Honorable Kimberly D. Bose 

Secretary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

888 First Street, N.E. 

Washington, D.C.  20246 

 

Re: Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. ER12-___-000 

 Compliance Filing Revising Tariff in Response to Commission Order in Docket 

Nos. ER08-1419-003, ER08-1419-004         

 

Dear Secretary Bose: 

  
I. Description of Filing 

 
In compliance with the Rehearing Order issued on December 16, 2011, in this 

proceeding,
1
 Southwest Power Pool, Inc. (“SPP”) submits this compliance filing to revise 

a provision in Attachment O of its Open Access Transmission Tariff (“Tariff”) regarding 

the provision of transmission planning data pursuant to confidentiality agreements.  SPP 

requests an effective date of July 26, 2010, for the revisions proposed in this filing.  A 

July 26, 2010 effective date is consistent with the requirements of the Commission‟s 

Order No. 714, wherein the Commission required regulated entities make filings to 

establish the entity‟s baseline electronic tariff.
2
  The Baseline Filing was accepted by the 

Commission with an effective date of July 26, 2010.
3
 

 

                                                 
1
  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 137 FERC ¶ 61,227 (2011) (“Rehearing Order”).  On 

January 24, 2012, SPP moved for an extension of time until May 14, 2012 to file 

this compliance filing to enable SPP to develop the necessary tariff revisions 

through its stakeholder process.  On January 31, 2012, the Commission granted 

SPP‟s motion.  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., Notice of Extension of Time, Docket Nos. 

ER08-1419-003, -004 (Jan. 31, 2012). 

2
  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., Baseline Electronic Tariff Filing, Docket No. ER10-1960-

000 (July 26, 2010) (“Baseline Filing”). 

3
  See Sw. Power Pool, Inc., Letter Order, Docket No. ER10-1960-000 (Oct. 28, 

2010) (“2010 Letter Order”). 
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II. Background 

On August 15, 2008, SPP submitted revisions to the SPP Tariff to establish a 

“Balanced Portfolio” cost allocation process for economic planning upgrades, including a 

regional postage-stamp rate design for recovery of the costs of such upgrades.
4
  The 

Balanced Portfolio process was developed through an extensive stakeholder process over 

a two-year period with overwhelming support from SPP‟s stakeholders and state 

regulatory commissions.
5
  The Commission accepted the Balanced Portfolio Filing on 

October 16, 2008, subject to modifications.
6
  In that order, among other things, the 

Commission directed that SPP “create a mechanism that allows for market participants . . 

. to review the system design software [in the transmission planning process], subject to 

signing confidentiality agreements or other needed arrangements to protect sensitive 

information.”
7
  On November 2, 2009, SPP submitted a compliance filing

8
 in furtherance 

of this directive, as required by the Commission‟s June 18, 2009 Order on Rehearing and 

Compliance Filing.
9
   

 

In the November 2 Compliance Filing, among other things, SPP revised section 

IX.7(d)
10

 to provide that confidentiality agreements “shall allow access to applicable 

system design software results needed to participate in the SPP Transmission Expansion 

Plan process, replicate the results of specified transmission planning studies, or to 

confirm assumptions used in creating adjusted production cost-benefit metrics used to 

analyze a specified Balanced Portfolio; provided however, if the results include resource 

specific data (including input data), access will be limited to individuals that are not 

Competitive Duty Personnel.”
11

  Competitive Duty Personnel were identified as 

individuals directly engaged in “(1) the marketing, sale, or purchase of electric power at 

                                                 
4
  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., Submission of Revisions to Open Access Transmission 

Tariff to Add “Balanced Portfolio” Cost Allocation Process for Economic 

Planning Upgrades, Docket No. ER08-1419-000 (Aug. 15, 2008) (“Balanced 

Portfolio Filing”). 

5
  See Balanced Portfolio Filing at 2. 

6
  See Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 125 FERC ¶ 61,054 (2008) (“October 16 Order”). 

7
  Id. at P 37. 

8
  Submission of Compliance Filing, Docket No. ER08-1419-004 (Nov. 2, 2009) 

(“November 2 Compliance Filing”). 
 
9
  Sw. Power Pool, Inc., 127 FERC ¶ 61,271 (2009) (“June 18 Order”). 

 
10

  Section VII now contains the Information Exchange provisions of Attachment O 

of the SPP Tariff. 
 
11

  November 2 Compliance Filing (SPP Tariff, Attachment O, proposed § IX.7(d)). 
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wholesale in the SPP Region; (2) the direct supervision of any employee with such 

responsibilities; or (3) the provision of consulting services in connection with the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale in the SPP Region.”
12

  The 

revised section IX.7(d) also clarified that “[c]ounsel or outside consultants that do not 

provide consulting services in connection with the marketing, purchase, or sale of electric 

power at wholesale in the SPP Region are not Competitive Duty Personnel.”
13

 

 

In the Rehearing Order, the Commission acted on both SPP‟s July 17, 2009 

rehearing request
14

 of the Commission‟s June 18 Order and SPP‟s November 2 

Compliance Filing.  The Commission rejected SPP‟s argument that section IX.7(d) of 

Attachment O to the SPP Tariff “adequately complied with Order No. 890‟s transparency 

requirement” and that “because of the highly proprietary and competitively sensitive 

nature of the resource-specific data, it is just and reasonable to prohibit disclosure of such 

information to third parties.”
15

  Therefore, the Commission affirmed on rehearing that 

“section IX.7(d) violates the Order No. 890 transparency requirement that stakeholders 

have sufficient information to replicate all transmission planning studies” and declined to 

“clarify that the existing provisions of SPP‟s Tariff fully comply with the October 16 

Order and Order No. 890.”
16

  Additionally, the Commission rejected SPP‟s argument that 

the Commission‟s actions are inconsistent with Order No. 890-A‟s requirement that 

transmission providers must maintain certain information as confidential.
17

   

 

Specifically, in the Rehearing Order, the Commission found that “section IX.7(d) 

unduly impedes review of SPP‟s Balanced Portfolio analyses by some market 

participants,” and that “[b]y imposing a blanket restriction on access to resource-specific 

data, section IX.7(d) does not strike an appropriate balance between transparency and 

confidentiality in the Balanced Portfolio review process.”
18

  The Commission further held 

that “SPP‟s proposed definition of Competitive Duty Personnel is too broad to allow 

interested SPP market participants to access resource-specific data, subject to 

confidentiality agreements, that may be needed to participate fully in SPP‟s Balanced 

                                                 
12

  Id. at proposed § IX.7(d)(ii). 
 
13

  Id. at proposed § IX.7(d)(i). 

14
  Request for Rehearing of Southwest Power Pool, Inc., Docket No. ER08-1419-

001, -002 (July 17, 2009) (“July 17 Rehearing Request”). 
 
15

  Rehearing Order at P 19. 
 
16

  Id. at P 23. 
 
17

  Id. at P 24. 
 
18

  Id. at P 21. 
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Portfolio process and/or to replicate its transmission planning studies,”
19

 and further that 

“the phrase „the provision of consulting services in connection with the marketing, 

purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale in the SPP Region‟ could encompass a 

wide variety of utility operations to effectively limit the counsel and outside consultants 

that market participants can turn to for assistance with evaluating Balanced Portfolio 

studies.”
20

  Consequently, the Commission directed SPP to submit a compliance filing 

“revising subsection 7(d) of the Information Exchange provisions of Attachment O of its 

Tariff to remove unreasonable restrictions on access to resource-specific data, and 

provide for access to such data under appropriate confidentiality protections.”
21

  The 

Commission reiterated that “transmission providers must disclose resource-specific data 

if the information is provided in the planning process and necessary for stakeholders to 

replicate transmission planning studies and participate in the transmission planning 

process,” and reaffirmed that “transmission providers may use confidentiality agreements 

to restrict the availability of confidential competitive information to transmission function 

customer personnel.”
22

   

 

 

III. Description of Tariff Revisions and Justification 

 

A. The Revisions Provide Market Participants Access to Data Needed to 

Participate in SPP’s Transmission Planning Process and Replicate 

Transmission Planning Studies 

 

To comply with the Commission directives in the Rehearing Order that SPP 

“remove unreasonable restrictions on access to resource-specific data, and provide for 

access to such data under appropriate confidentiality protections,”
23

 SPP has revised 

section VII.7(d) of Attachment O to the SPP Tariff.  As described below, the revisions 

fulfill the Commission directives and, accordingly, provide “a mechanism that allows for 

market participants . . . to review the system design software [in the transmission 

                                                 
19

  Id. at 41. 
 
20

  Id. 
 
21

  Id. at P 47. 
 
22

  Id. at P 42.  The Commission further directed that “SPP must do both:  allow 

interested market participants access to resource-specific data needed to 

participate in the Balanced Portfolio Planning process, and protect sensitive data 

with appropriate confidentiality agreements.”  Id. at 45. 
 
23

  Id. at P 47. 
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planning process], subject to signing confidentiality agreements or other needed 

arrangements to protect sensitive information.”
24

    

 

Specifically, SPP revises section VII.7(d) to remove the restriction that resource-

specific data will not be disclosed by SPP if the data has been designated confidential by 

the data provider or if the data can be used to 1) determine security constrained unit 

commitment or economic dispatch for resources, or 2) perform an economic evaluation 

of costs and benefits.
25

  Consistent with the Rehearing Order, removing the restriction on 

access to resource-specific data will allow interested market participants to access the 

resource-specific data needed to participate in the SPP transmission planning process, and 

protection of sensitive data with appropriate confidentiality agreements will be 

maintained by the proposed revisions to section VII.7(d) described herein.
26

  

 

The proposed revisions provide that confidentiality agreements “shall allow 

access to applicable system design software results needed to participate in the SPP 

Transmission Expansion Plan process, replicate the results of specified transmission 

planning studies, or to confirm assumptions used in creating adjusted production cost-

benefit metrics used to analyze a specified Balanced Portfolio; provided however, if the 

results include resource-specific data (including input data), access will be limited to 

individuals that are not Competitive Duty Personnel,”
27

  under appropriate confidentiality 

protections which are posted on SPP‟s website.
28

  Proposed section VII.7(d) provides that 

“Competitive Duty Personnel” are any individuals directly engaged in Competitive 

Duties,
29

 which include, “(1) the marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at 

wholesale, or (2) the direct supervision of any employee with responsibilities for the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale.”
30

   

                                                 
24

  October 16 Order at P 37. 

25
  See Revised Tariff sheets § VII.7(d).  The Commission has acknowledged that it 

“inadvertently” accepted SPP‟s Attachment O confidentiality provisions earlier.  

June 18 Order at P 14.  

26
  See Rehearing Order at P 45. 

27
  See Revised Tariff sheets § VII.7(d).  

28
  SPP Tariff, Attachment O § VII.7(c).  

29
  Revised Tariff sheets § VII.7(d)(i).  

30
  Revised Tariff sheets § VII.7(d)(ii). 
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As stated previously, the Commission found in the Rehearing Order that SPP‟s 

proposed definition of Competitive Duty Personnel
31

 was “too broad” to allow interested 

SPP market participants to access resource-specific data that may be needed to participate 

fully in SPP‟s Balanced Portfolio process and/or to replicate its transmission planning 

studies.  The revisions proposed herein narrow the definition of Competitive Duty 

Personnel, as previously proposed, by eliminating its application to counsel and outside 

consultants (including those that provide consulting services in connection with the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale) to provide for broader access 

to the information necessary to participate in SPP‟s planning process and to replicate 

transmission planning studies under appropriate confidentiality protections.
32

  Although 

the proposed revisions restrict access to resource-specific data by individuals who fall 

within the definition of Competitive Duty Personnel, under the proposed Tariff language, 

transmission function employees of market participants and counsel and outside 

consultants will have access to resource-specific data which will allow full participation 

by market participants in SPP‟s transmission planning process and/or to replicate SPP‟s 

transmission planning studies. 

 

Additionally, at stakeholder request,
33

 the proposed Tariff revisions clarify that 

“„Competitive Duties‟ shall not include those duties enumerated above by an entity that 

has received a Commission-approved waiver of the Commission‟s Standards of Conduct 

                                                 
31

  In the November 2 Compliance Filing, Competitive Duty Personnel were 

identified as individuals directly engaged in “(1) the marketing, sale, or purchase 

of electric power at wholesale in the SPP Region; (2) the direct supervision of any 

employee with such responsibilities; or (3) the provision of consulting services in 

connection with the marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale in 

the SPP Region.”  Proposed § IX.7(d)(ii) (emphasis added). 

32
  In the Rehearing Order the Commission rejected a broad definition of 

Competitive Duty Personnel which would “effectively limit the counsel and 

outside consultants that market participants can turn to for assistance with 

evaluating Balanced Portfolio studies.”  Rehearing Order at P 41.  Further, the 

Commission found that “if it is reasonable for certain advisor employees to render 

services to transmission and marketing function employees under the Standards of 

Conduct, subject to the No Conduit Rule, it is also reasonable for such employees 

as well as counsel and outside consultants to be allowed access to system design 

software results needed to evaluate a Balanced Portfolio, subject to appropriate 

safeguards such as confidentiality agreements.”  Id. at 44. 

 
33

  At the proposal of Midwest Energy, Inc., the Regional Tariff Working Group 

(“RTWG”) voted to incorporate compliance language clarifying that the term 

“Competitive Duties” does not pertain to an entity that has received a 

Commission-approved waiver of the Commission‟s Standards of Conduct 

requirement.   
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requirement.”
34

 The Commission‟s Standards of Conduct require a transmission 

provider‟s transmission function employees to function independently from the 

transmission provider‟s marketing function employees, except as permitted by the 

regulations or by Commission Order.
35

  Although inapplicable to a public utility provider 

that is a Commission-approved Independent System Operator (“ISO”) or Regional 

Transmission Organization (“RTO”), the Commission‟s regulations allow a public utility 

transmission owner participating in a Commission-approved ISO or RTO to petition for 

waiver of the Standards of Conduct requirement if it does not operate or control its 

transmission system and has no access to transmission function information.
36

  The 

proposed clarification in section VII.7(d)(ii) expressly ensures that personnel of an entity 

having received a Commission-approved waiver of the Commission‟s Standards of 

Conduct requirement will have appropriate access to resource-specific data under 

appropriate confidentiality protections.  

 

Together, the proposed Tariff revisions enable SPP to ensure an open and 

transparent transmission planning process and strike a balance between confidentiality 

requirements and the obligation to “disclose to all customers and other stakeholders the 

basic criteria, assumptions, and data that underlie their transmission system plans…[and] 

that this information should enable customers, other stakeholders, or an independent 

third-party to replicate the results of planning studies.”
37

  Although there is no brightline 

rule to determine the appropriate balance between fostering transparency in the 

transmission planning process and ensuring that confidential information is not disclosed 

inappropriately,
38

 the proposed revisions bridge the gap between transparency and 

confidentiality by allowing market participants the opportunity to receive the resource-

based information while still maintaining the confidentiality requirements of Orders 890, 

890-A and 890-B.
39

   

 

 

                                                 
34

   Revised Tariff sheets § VII.7(d)(ii). 

35
  18 C.F.R. 358.2(b). 

36
  18 C.F.R. 358.1(c). 

37
  Order No. 890, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,241 at P 471. 

38
  Rehearing Order at P 21. 

39
  See Preventing Undue Discrimination and Preference in Transmission Service, 

Order No. 890, 2006-2007 FERC Stats. & Regs., Regs. Preambles ¶ 61,241, at PP 

276 and n. 177, 312, 326, 471-476, order on reh’g, Order No. 890-A, 2006-2007 

FERC Stats. & Regs. Preambles ¶ 31,261, at P 206 (2007), order on reh’g and 

clarification, Order No. 890-B, 123 FERC ¶ 61,299, at PP 36-37 (2008), order on 

reh’g and clarification, Order 890-C, 126 FERC ¶ 61,228 (2009). 
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B. The Revisions Have Been Approved Through the SPP Stakeholder 

Process 

 

While stakeholder approval is not required for SPP to revise its Tariff to comply 

with a Commission order, the SPP Tariff revisions proposed in this filing were, by 

design, developed and approved through the SPP stakeholder process. Specifically, the 

RTWG approved the proposed Tariff revisions with no opposition and two abstentions on 

March 22, 2012.  The RTWG then forwarded the proposed compliance revisions to the 

Markets and Operations Policy Committee (“MOPC”) for further review and 

consideration.  On April 10, 2012, the MOPC approved the proposed compliance 

revisions with no opposition and one abstention and recommended to the SPP Board of 

Directors that the revisions be approved.  After reviewing the recommendation, on April 

24, 2012, the SPP Board of Directors approved the proposed compliance revisions.  The 

Members Committee also unanimously supported the proposal. 

 

For the reasons stated herein, the Commission should find that the proposed Tariff 

revisions satisfy the requirements of the Rehearing Order, are just and reasonable and 

approve the filing with an effective date of July 26, 2010. 

  

IV. Effective Date 

SPP requests an effective date of July 26, 2010 for the compliance revisions 

proposed herein. As represented in previous filings by SPP, the original retroactive 

effective date for this proceeding was October 17, 2008. Notwithstanding the original 

effective date in previous filings, SPP is requesting a July 26, 2010 effective date with 

this filing. A July 26, 2010 effective date is consistent with the requirements of the 

Commission‟s Order No. 714, wherein the Commission required regulated entities make 

filings to establish the entity‟s baseline electronic tariff.
40

 The Baseline Filing was 

accepted by the Commission with an effective date of July 26, 2010.
41

  Commission 

approval of an effective date of July 26, 2010 allows SPP to file the Tariff revisions 

proposed herein through eTariff in compliance with Order No. 714. 

V. Additional Information 

A. Documents Submitted with this Filing: 

In addition to this transmittal letter, the following documents are included with 

this filing:   

 Clean and Redline Tariff revisions under the Sixth Revised Volume No. 1. 

                                                 
40

  See supra at n. 2. 

41
  See supra at n. 3. 
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B. Service: 

SPP has served a copy of this filing on each person designated on the official 

service list by the Secretary in this proceeding. Additionally, SPP has electronically 

served a copy of this filing on all its Members and Customers.  A complete copy of this 

filing will be posted on the SPP web site, www.spp.org, and is also being served on all 

affected state commissions. 

VI. Conclusion 

 For all of the foregoing reasons, SPP respectfully requests that the Commission 

accept the Tariff revisions proposed herein without modification, with an effective date 

of July 26, 2010.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

      /s/ Susan E. Polk 

Susan E. Polk 

Matthew Harward 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

415 North McKinley, #140 Plaza West 

Little Rock, AR 72205 

Telephone: (501) 614-3260 

spolk@spp.org 

       

Attorneys for 

Southwest Power Pool, Inc. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:spolk@spp.org


VII. Information Exchange 

1) Data Requirements 

 

a) Any entity that is subject to the NERC Reliability Standards is 

required to provide data to the Transmission Provider in 

accordance the NERC Reliability Standards for Modeling, Data 

and Analysis (the “NERC MOD Standards”).  

 

b) When an entity has developed a preliminary engineering concept 

for new facilities that impact the interconnected operation of the 

Transmission System, it shall contact the Transmission Provider so 

that the optimal integration of any new facilities and potentially 

benefiting parties can be identified. 

 

c) In preparation for the annual update of transmission planning 

models for each annual planning cycle, Members, Transmission 

Customers, Transmission Owners, Generation Interconnection 

Customers and all other stakeholders must provide to the 

Transmission Provider the data specified in this Section VII.   

 

d) During the course of the annual planning cycle, if material changes 

to the data occur, the data owners must provide timely written 

notice to the Transmission Provider.   

 

e) The format required to submit modeling data shall be posted on the 

SPP website.   

 

f) The modeling data shall be posted on the SPP website with 

password protected access. 

 

2) Owners of transmission facilities shall provide to the Transmission 

Provider:   

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Detailed power system models of their transmission systems and 

provide updates to their models via a password protected web 

based application; 

 

c) Data regarding the design and operation of their transmission 

facilities;  

 

d) Their FERC Form 715; 

 

e) Their individual company-specific planning criteria; 

 



f) Planning grade cost estimates and schedules for upgrades in the 

SPP Transmission Expansion Plan in a timely manner;  

 

g) Their five-year transmission construction plans; and 

 

h) Their transmission fixed charge rate. 

 

3) Generator owners shall provide to the Transmission Provider: 

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Data for planned additions or upgrades, including status and 

expected in-service dates, planned retirements and environmental 

restrictions; and  

 

c) Modeling data to perform economic planning studies in accordance 

with Sections III and IV of this Attachment O.  Data required to 

model generating units for the economic planning studies is 

documented in the Transmission Network Economic Modeling and 

Methods manual which shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

4) Transmission Customers 

 

a) Network Customers shall provide the Transmission Provider an 

update of the information on its Network Integration Transmission 

Service application with a ten year forecast of summer and winter 

load at each delivery point and ten year projection of network 

resources and with any other information that has changed from 

the original application.  

 

b) Point-to-point Transmission Customers shall provide to the 

Transmission Provider their good faith projections on their need 

for service including transmission capacity, duration and points of 

delivery and receipt over the ten year planning horizon. 

 

c) Transmission Customers with existing and planned demand 

response resources, including demand response resources, shall 

provide information on such resources. 

 

5) Neighboring Transmission Providers and RTOs 

 

In accordance with applicable agreements and Section VIII of this 

Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall exchange with neighboring 

Transmission Providers and RTOs the data required for the development 

of power flow cases, short-circuit cases and stability cases over the ten 

year planning horizon.   

 



6) Stakeholder Access to Transmission Planning Information 

 

a) The planning information, data, and models provided pursuant to 

this Section VII shall be sufficient to allow parties to replicate 

results of the planning studies. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall provide a secure web-based 

workspace for hosting and sharing planning information, data, and 

models. 

 

c) The secure web-based workspace shall be password protected and 

require CEII clearance in accordance with Section VII.8 of this 

Attachment O. 

 

d) Instructions to obtain access to the Transmission Provider’s power 

flow models shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

e) Instructions to obtain copies of the Transmission Provider’s 

transmission planning maps shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

7) Confidentiality Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall make all reasonable efforts to 

preserve the confidentiality of information in accordance with the 

provisions of the Tariff and the SPP Membership Agreement. 

 

b) For those entities that have executed a confidentiality agreement, 

the Transmission Provider shall provide password protected access 

to confidential information related to the SPP Transmission 

Expansion Plan and the underlying studies and models via the SPP 

website. 

 

c) The form of confidentiality agreement shall be posted on the SPP 

website. 

 

d) The confidentiality agreement shall allow access to applicable 

system design software results needed to participate in the SPP 

Transmission Expansion Plan process, replicate the results of 

specified transmission planning studies, or to confirm assumptions 

used in creating adjusted production cost-benefit metrics used to 

analyze a specified Balanced Portfolio; provided however, if the 

results include resource-specific data (including input data), access 

will be limited to individuals that are not Competitive Duty 

Personnel.  For the purposes of this section: 

 

i) “Competitive Duty Personnel” are any individuals directly 

engaged in Competitive Duties.   



 

 ii) “Competitive Duties” include:  (1) the marketing, purchase, 

or sale of electric power at wholesale, or (2) the direct 

supervision of any employee with responsibilities for the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale. 

However, “Competitive Duties” shall not include those 

duties enumerated above by an entity that has received a 

Commission-approved waiver of the Commission’s 

Standards of Conduct requirement. 

 

e) Other transmission planning information shall be posted on the 

SPP website and may be password protected, as appropriate. 

 

f) Confidentiality agreements shall be required for Members and 

Market Participants to receive data where the owner of the data has 

given permission to the Transmission Provider to release the data.   

 

8) Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall take appropriate steps to protect 

CEII information. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall screen Members and Market 

Participants prior to providing access to CEII information.  

Individuals that do not belong to a confirmed pre-screened 

Member or Market Participant shall be directed to the 

Commission’s website for instructions for access to CEII 

information. 

 

c) For those entities that have met the CEII requirements in Section 

VII.8.b of this Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall 

provide password protected access to CEII information related to 

the SPP Transmission Expansion Plan and the underlying studies 

and models via the SPP website. 

 

d) The Transmission Provider shall follow the guidelines set forth by 

the Commission to flag data which shall be treated as CEII 

sensitive.   

 



VII. Information Exchange 

1) Data Requirements 

 

a) Any entity that is subject to the NERC Reliability Standards is 

required to provide data to the Transmission Provider in 

accordance the NERC Reliability Standards for Modeling, Data 

and Analysis (the “NERC MOD Standards”).  

 

b) When an entity has developed a preliminary engineering concept 

for new facilities that impact the interconnected operation of the 

Transmission System, it shall contact the Transmission Provider so 

that the optimal integration of any new facilities and potentially 

benefiting parties can be identified. 

 

c) In preparation for the annual update of transmission planning 

models for each annual planning cycle, Members, Transmission 

Customers, Transmission Owners, Generation Interconnection 

Customers and all other stakeholders must provide to the 

Transmission Provider the data specified in this Section VII.   

 

d) During the course of the annual planning cycle, if material changes 

to the data occur, the data owners must provide timely written 

notice to the Transmission Provider.   

 

e) The format required to submit modeling data shall be posted on the 

SPP website.   

 

f) The modeling data shall be posted on the SPP website with 

password protected access. 

 

2) Owners of transmission facilities shall provide to the Transmission 

Provider:   

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Detailed power system models of their transmission systems and 

provide updates to their models via a password protected web 

based application; 

 

c) Data regarding the design and operation of their transmission 

facilities;  

 

d) Their FERC Form 715; 

 

e) Their individual company-specific planning criteria; 

 



f) Planning grade cost estimates and schedules for upgrades in the 

SPP Transmission Expansion Plan in a timely manner;  

 

g) Their five-year transmission construction plans; and 

 

h) Their transmission fixed charge rate. 

 

3) Generator owners shall provide to the Transmission Provider: 

 

a) Modeling data for power flow, short-circuit and stability analysis; 

 

b) Data for planned additions or upgrades, including status and 

expected in-service dates, planned retirements and environmental 

restrictions; and  

 

c) Modeling data to perform economic planning studies in accordance 

with Sections III and IV of this Attachment O.  Data required to 

model generating units for the economic planning studies is 

documented in the Transmission Network Economic Modeling and 

Methods manual which shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

4) Transmission Customers 

 

a) Network Customers shall provide the Transmission Provider an 

update of the information on its Network Integration Transmission 

Service application with a ten year forecast of summer and winter 

load at each delivery point and ten year projection of network 

resources and with any other information that has changed from 

the original application.  

 

b) Point-to-point Transmission Customers shall provide to the 

Transmission Provider their good faith projections on their need 

for service including transmission capacity, duration and points of 

delivery and receipt over the ten year planning horizon. 

 

c) Transmission Customers with existing and planned demand 

response resources, including demand response resources, shall 

provide information on such resources. 

 

5) Neighboring Transmission Providers and RTOs 

 

In accordance with applicable agreements and Section VIII of this 

Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall exchange with neighboring 

Transmission Providers and RTOs the data required for the development 

of power flow cases, short-circuit cases and stability cases over the ten 

year planning horizon.   

 



6) Stakeholder Access to Transmission Planning Information 

 

a) The planning information, data, and models provided pursuant to 

this Section VII shall be sufficient to allow parties to replicate 

results of the planning studies. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall provide a secure web-based 

workspace for hosting and sharing planning information, data, and 

models. 

 

c) The secure web-based workspace shall be password protected and 

require CEII clearance in accordance with Section VII.8 of this 

Attachment O. 

 

d) Instructions to obtain access to the Transmission Provider’s power 

flow models shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

e) Instructions to obtain copies of the Transmission Provider’s 

transmission planning maps shall be posted on the SPP website. 

 

7) Confidentiality Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall make all reasonable efforts to 

preserve the confidentiality of information in accordance with the 

provisions of the Tariff and the SPP Membership Agreement. 

 

b) For those entities that have executed a confidentiality agreement, 

the Transmission Provider shall provide password protected access 

to confidential information related to the SPP Transmission 

Expansion Plan and the underlying studies and models via the SPP 

website. 

 

c) The form of confidentiality agreement shall be posted on the SPP 

website. 

 

d) The confidentiality agreement shall allow access to applicable 

system design software results needed to participate in the SPP 

Transmission Expansion Plan process, replicate the results of 

specified transmission planning studies, or to confirm assumptions 

used in creating adjusted production cost-benefit metrics used to 

analyze a specified Balanced Portfolio; provided however, if the 

results include resource-specific data (including input data), access 

will be limited to individuals that are not Competitive Duty 

Personnel.  For the purposes of this section: 

 

i) “Competitive Duty Personnel” are any individuals directly 

engaged in Competitive Duties.   



 

 ii) “Competitive Duties” include:  (1) the marketing, purchase, 

or sale of electric power at wholesale, or (2) the direct 

supervision of any employee with responsibilities for the 

marketing, purchase, or sale of electric power at wholesale. 

However, “Competitive Duties” shall not include those 

duties enumerated above by an entity that has received a 

Commission-approved waiver of the Commission’s 

Standards of Conduct requirement. 

Resource specific data shall not be made available by the Transmission 

Provider if the data has been designated confidential by the data 

provider or if the data can be used to:  

 

i) Determine security constrained unit commitment or 

economic dispatch for resources; or  

 

ii) Perform an economic evaluation of costs and benefits.   

 

e) Other transmission planning information shall be posted on the 

SPP website and may be password protected, as appropriate. 

 

f) Confidentiality agreements shall be required for Members and 

Market Participants to receive data where the owner of the data has 

given permission to the Transmission Provider to release the data.   

 

8) Critical Energy Infrastructure Information (CEII) Requirements 

 

a) The Transmission Provider shall take appropriate steps to protect 

CEII information. 

 

b) The Transmission Provider shall screen Members and Market 

Participants prior to providing access to CEII information.  

Individuals that do not belong to a confirmed pre-screened 

Member or Market Participant shall be directed to the 

Commission’s website for instructions for access to CEII 

information. 

 

c) For those entities that have met the CEII requirements in Section 

VII.8.b of this Attachment O, the Transmission Provider shall 

provide password protected access to CEII information related to 

the SPP Transmission Expansion Plan and the underlying studies 

and models via the SPP website. 

 

d) The Transmission Provider shall follow the guidelines set forth by 

the Commission to flag data which shall be treated as CEII 

sensitive.   
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